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SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John issues annual appeal for pro-life
collection. Story page 3. (File photo)

Jesuits and Mi’kmaq came together in 2010 to re-enact the French landing on the shores of the Bay of Fundy, where Grand Chief
Membertou was baptized in 1610. The nexus of pain, sorrow, anger and regret that has come to define the relationship between
the Church in Canada and Indigenous people. But these failures were not our starting point. Story page 7. (Michael Swan photo)

BARTIBOGUE — New Camp Sheldrake
director, Mallory Legere (right) assists
a young camper with archery skills. Ms.
Legere understands the magic of the
camp. Story page 6. (Camp Sheldrake
photo)

Sunday, November 21 is The Solemnity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the
Universe. The last Sunday in Ordinary
Time of the liturgical year. Advent
begins next weekend. (Wikipedia image)
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New FreemanThe
Fight goes on for euthanasia opponents
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Bill C-7, which will expand access to a
medically-assisted death, is the law of the land
and no doctor or nurse practitioner can be
charged under the criminal code for ending
the life of a patient who asked for the procedure
so long as the right forms were filled out.

Sure there’s a joint parliamentary commit-
tee reviewing how MAiD (medical assistance
in dying) should apply to patients who re-
quest an early death on the basis of their mental
illness. Its work was suspended when Par-
liament dissolved and presumably will go
back to work when Parliament returns No-
vember 22.

But the committee’s work is to map out
how doctors will fulfill requests for MAiD
from mentally ill patients, not whether such
procedures should happen.

“We’re losing big time at the political level,”
is Catherine Ferrier’s blunt assessment.

Despite this, Ms. Ferrier carries on as presi-
dent of the Physicians Alliance Against Eu-
thanasia representing 1,165 doctors.

“If there is nobody with our vision at the
table — I mean, it’s not going to stop them
from doing whatever they want to do, but
it’s been said. It’s on the record,” said Ms.
Ferrier, a McGill University Faculty of Medi-
cine professor of geriatrics. “We still have an
obligation to do that.”

The Physicians’ Alliance membership is
made up of ordinary, working doctors. Ms.
Ferrier sees them occupying a whole differ-
ent world from the full-time academics and
the senior leadership at provincial colleges of
physicians or the Canadian Medical Associa-
tion.

“Most doctors don’t have a lot of time for
medical politics,” she said. “In the pro-eutha-
nasia camp there are full-time academics who
are using their full-time academic jobs, paid
by the university, to promote euthanasia..”

At the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, ex-
ecutive director Alex Schadenberg is just as
realistic about the prospect of Canada mak-
ing a U-turn on euthanasia.

“The legislation has passed. In fact, this
government is planning to expand things
more. All of that is true,” he said.

But the problem goes beyond legal and po-
litical questions, as far as Mr. Schadenberg is
concerned.

“It was a matter of time before the law
caught up to the culture,” he said.

“The culture is open to one person — a

physician or a nurse practitioner — causing
the death of another person. They’re open to
that. They think it’s fine and dandy and I think
it’s a crazy idea.”

Mr. Schadenberg fights on. “There’s a voice
that still needs to be heard and we’re going to
continue,” he said.

Rather than lobbying governments, most
of Mr. Schadenberg’s work now is with in-
dividuals and families.

“I continue to receive phone calls where
I’m helping people who are dealing with the
questions, trying to prevent a euthanasia death
in their life,” he said.

Mr. Schadenberg is convinced the best path
to changing Canadian minds on death as a
solution to suffering lies in more and better
palliative care. Catholic health care is the only
way palliative and hospice care that doesn’t
include euthanasia can demonstrate to the next
generation it is possible to face a natural death
without unendurable suffering. But Catholic
health care will be swimming against the tide.

“The government said they were going to
put millions of dollars into funding palliative
care. That money never really came to frui-
tion,” Mr. Schadenberg said.

The 2020-21 federal budget allocates $3.2
million for palliative care. Since the 2016-17
budget, just after MAiD became legal, Ottawa
has put $13.6 million into various palliative-
care projects. Health-care spending in Canada
falls almost exclusively under provincial ju-
risdiction.

Catholic hospitals and health-care provid-
ers have access to provincial funding and
could therefore build up palliative care so that
it’s not offered as a last-minute, last-ditch ef-
fort to patients who have already suffered
needlessly, said Mr. Schadenberg.

“They could create a vibrant system. They
have the ability. A group like the Euthanasia
Prevention Coalition — as much as we’re try-
ing to do as much as we can with that —
we’re under no illusion that we have the abil-
ity to do what needs to be done,” he said.

But it has to happen fast, because in many
areas of the country euthanasia advocates are
successfully redefining palliative care to in-
clude an option for MAiD.

“This is a problem, because palliative care
was never, ever designed or meant to be in-
volved with causing death,” he said.

“It was about providing excellent care and
dignity in the sense that they dealt with pain,
symptom management, psychological, spir-
itual supports to someone when they’re dy-
ing.”§
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
So much has taken place over the past year that has challenged

us as a Church not to be indifferent to the sufferings of those
around us. The pandemic continues to place tremendous burdens
on the most vulnerable of our society, often driving them further
into isolation at the most critical moments of their lives. Among
the many who suffer silently are women facing unexpected preg-
nancies and those approaching end of life.

St. John Paul II tells us that, “every threat to human dignity and
life must necessarily be felt in the Church’s very heart; it cannot
but affect her at the core of her faith in the Redemptive Incarna-
tion of the Son of God and engage her in her mission of proclaim-
ing the Gospel of life in all the world and to every creature.”
(Evangelium Vitae, par. 3). A consistent life ethic must be founded
on the preeminent issue of respect for the unborn, and the protec-
tion of all people in the most vulnerable stages of life. All other
social goods will flow from a culture that rightly has as its source
the respect for the sanctity of human life.

Advent will soon be upon us and with that, on the second Sun-
day of Advent (December 5), our annual Diocesan Pro-Life col-
lection in support of various organizations that assist women deal-
ing with unplanned pregnancies. By educating and advocating on
behalf of the most vulnerable members of our province these or-
ganizations play a vital role in the mission of proclaiming the Gos-
pel of life in our diocese.

You can contribute to this special collection on Sunday Decem-
ber 5 using envelopes marked, “PRO-LIFE OFFERING”. The
monies collected will be sent to support the efforts of such or-
ganizations as Birthright and New Brunswick Right to Life in the
three regions of our diocese (Fredericton, Saint John, and
Miramichi). These funds will help continue the important work of
education on the value of life from conception to natural death,
keeping the public informed regarding issues of life that are com-
ing before Parliament, and serving women in unexpected pregnan-
cies. Your generous financial and prayerful support will help pro-
mote respect and protection of human life at all stages, from con-
ception to natural death — which is the most fundamental issue
facing our world today. I urge you in charity to respond as gener-
ously as you are able.

We are called to be a Church that accompanies one another.
Pope Francis reminds us that, “the cry of the poor…is the stifled
cry of the unborn, of starving children…it is the cry of the elderly,
cast off and abandoned to themselves. It is the cry of all those
who face the storms of life without the presence of a friend” (Hom-
ily, World Day of the Poor, November 18, 2018). In these times of
great suffering, let each one of us prayerfully discern how we can
extend a hand to those in need, and pray for the good work of
organizations bringing the love of Christ to the most vulnerable
and forgotten among us.

Please join me, dear faithful, in keeping this cause in prayer. In a
world clouded with uncertainty, let us pray that the fundamental
right to life will be protected, valued, and upheld.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the unborn — pray for us!

Yours in Jesus with Mary,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC, Bishop of Saint John

Chers frères et sœurs dans le Christ,
Nous avons vécu tant d’expériences au cours de l’an passé qui nous

rappellent, en tant qu’Église, de ne pas être indifférents aux souffrances de
ceux et celles qui nous entourent. La pandémie continue de peser très
lourdement sur les plus vulnérables de notre société, les poussant souvent
à s’isoler davantage aux moments les plus critiques de leurs vies. Parmi les
nombreuses personnes qui souffrent en silence, il y a les femmes
confrontées à des grossesses non-planifiées et les gens dont les derniers
jours approchent.

St. Jean-Paul II nous dit que « toute menace contre la dignité de l’homme
et contre sa vie ne peut-elle que toucher le cœur même de l’Eglise; elle ne
peut que l’atteindre au centre de sa foi en l’Incarnation rédemptrice du Fils
de Dieu et dans sa mission d’annoncer l’Évangile de la vie dans le monde
entier et à toute créature » (Evangelium Vitae, par. 3). Une éthique de vie
cohérente doit être fondée sur la question prépondérante du respect de
l’enfant à naître et de la protection de toutes les personnes aux étapes les
plus vulnérables de la vie. Tous les autres biens sociaux découlent d’une
culture qui a justement pour source le respect du caractère sacré de la vie
humaine.

Le temps de l’Avent approche et en date du deuxième dimanche de
l’Avent (le 5 décembre), nous entreprendrons notre collecte annuelle
diocésaine Pro-vie pour soutenir divers organismes qui aident les femmes
aux prises avec des grossesses non-planifiées. En éduquant et en défendant
les intérêts des personnes les plus vulnérables de notre province, ces or-
ganisations jouent un rôle vital dans la mission de proclamer l’Évangile de
la vie dans notre diocèse.

Vous pouvez contribuer à cette collecte spéciale du dimanche, 5 décembre
en vous servant des enveloppes portant la mention « COLLECTE PRO-
VIE ». L’argent recueilli servira à soutenir les efforts d’organismes tels
que Birthright et New Brunswick Right to Life dans les trois régions de
notre diocèse (Fredericton, Saint John et Miramichi). Ces fonds nous
permettront de poursuivre l’important travail d’éducation sur la valeur de
la vie, de la conception à la mort naturelle, de tenir le public informé au
sujet des enjeux relatifs à la vie qui seront soumis au Parlement et d’aider
les femmes lors de grossesses non-planifiées. Votre généreux soutien fin-
ancier accompagné de vos prières contribueront à promouvoir le respect
et la protection de la vie humaine à toutes les étapes, de la conception à la
mort naturelle : le problème le plus fondamental auquel notre monde est
confronté aujourd’hui. Je vous exhorte dans la charité à donner aussi
généreusement que possible.

Nous sommes appelés à être une Église dans laquelle nous nous
accompagnons les uns les autres. Le pape François nous rappelle que «
le cri des pauvres : c’est le cri étranglé des enfants qui ne peuvent naître,
des petits qui souffrent de la faim…c’est le cri de celui qui se trouve à
affronter les tempêtes de la vie sans une présence amie. » (Homélie, Journée
mondiale des pauvres, le 18 novembre 2018). En ces temps de grande
souffrance, que chacun et chacune discerne dans la prière comment tendre
la main à ceux qui sont dans le besoin, et prie pour le bon travail des
organisations apportant l’amour du Christ aux plus vulnérables et délaissés
d’entre nous.

Je vous prie de vous joindre à moi, chers fidèles, pour garder cette
cause dans la prière. Dans un monde assombri par l’incertitude, prions
pour que le droit fondamental à la vie soit protégé, valorisé et respecté.

Notre-Dame de Guadalupe, patronne des enfants à naître, priez pour
nous!

  Bien à vous en Jésus et Marie,
Christian Riesbeck, c.c., Évêque de Saint John

Annual diocesan pro-life collection Collecte annuelle diocésaine pro-vie
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Living a synod: change, challenge
and fear — faith, hope and love

Change is a challenge. It is also universally necessary. Whether we
talk personally or communally, we constantly face changes in our
life.  The same is true for our church.  Change is an ever-present need
for us all. And, it always makes demands of us. Thus, it comes as no
surprise that we have a tendency to fear, oppose and resist change as
we meet it.

Reluctance to accept and work with change is part of the story of
our faith community. The idea of our church as “unchanging” and an
anchor in our changing world has long been a commonly held view.
More than a century ago, in 1910, an Irish priest in Brooklyn NY,
Monsignor Edward J. McGolrick, captured this view in a very popu-
lar book: The Unchangeable Church.

The perspective was still held by many who resisted the changes of
Vatican II, in the 1960s and 70s. At a local retreat in the 1970s, the
retreat director, focusing on the changes called for by the Council
noted this resistance. He drew attention to a musical work by the Austrian
composer Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809) called: The Seven Last Words
of Christ. At the retreat, we were asked if we had ever heard of The Seven
Last Words of the Church? His response when none indicated they had
heard of it — “We Never Did It This Way Before”.

Pope Francis has expressed this same thought in a number of ways
when reflecting on the resistance to change which haunts our church.
In the first year of his papacy, 2013, Pope Francis issued an apostolic
exhortation to the whole church on proclaiming the Gospel to all
humanity (The Joy of the Gospel). He called for a whole new energy,
changing how we do things. He called on the community “to aban-
don the complacent attitude that says: ‘We have always done it this
way,’ “ (Evangelii Gaudium, Apostolic Exhortation 33).

Such attitudes of resistance at all levels of our faith community are
blocks to dynamism and openness in the mission we have been given
as disciples. Speaking to a community of Jesuits recently Pope Francis
commented: “The Catholic Church suffers from a temptation to re-

turn to attitudes and practices of the
past,… the ideology of going back-
ward” (The New Freeman, October
1, 2021).  It is an attitude that stems from fear of what we do not
know. Any new step poses some risks. We are ever in need of cour-
age to move forward.

The synod process into which we now move is the work of the
Spirit as we seek to read the “signs of the times” and to bring the
Gospel into our times. Much as we did for Vatican II, the Synod For
a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission will de-
mand that we rely on the Spirit and the Gifts of the Spirit to our
church. Our church, our faith community will depend on the Spirit’s
gifts: Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude (courage), Knowl-
edge, Piety (spirituality), and Fear of the Lord (Awe).

Mark’s Gospel (Mk.13:24-32) expresses the fear that can paralyze
us humanly and bring discouragement, despair and inaction in the
face of challenge and the need to risk.  In response, comes the saving
action of Jesus the Christ (Hebrews 10:11-14, 18) and the shining
light of God’s love and glory (Daniel 12:1-3). As church and disciples
we can trust in Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (13:13) “Now
faith, hope and love abide…, and the greatest of these is love.”

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Religious goods caught in supply woes
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Canada’s Catholic gift stores are not immune to the problems that
have turned into a global supply chain crisis.

Just as goods are getting harder and harder to find on many store
shelves, and some retailers warning customers to get their Christmas
shopping done early, Catholic shops are running into the same supply
problems.

Bobbi Blais, the owner and president of Blais Church & Religious
Supplies since 1979, was finalizing shipments for the 2022 Living
with Christ Sunday Missal when The Catholic Register made con-
tact.

“Oh my gosh. The missals are usually ready the first or second
weekend of October, and we are literally just getting our missals now,”
said Blais. “And of course, with the transition into Advent, everyone
has to have their missals. The reason that was delayed, (our suppli-
ers) told us was because of a paper shortage.

“All around, in many different facets, we’re being affected.”
Ms. Blais’ establishment, headquartered in Stoney Creek, ON, has

a robust national reach. Its website CatholicShop.ca is one of the
country’s largest Catholic online stores. She says satisfying retail de-

mand is a more difficult proposition these days.
“We’re finding it hard to supply things that were always available to

us. Things like statues, rosaries — really any gift ideas. We’re order-
ing, and expecting product to come in, but are finding there is going
to be a one-month or two-month delay. For some items, we are actu-
ally waiting 16 months at this point.”

Candles are proving particularly cumbersome. Blais explained that
the candle glass containers made in China have doubled in price over
the past couple years. A crate of product formerly costing about $4,000
to ship overseas now carries a bill greater than $8,000.

Transporting containers from the ports in Vancouver to Ontario is
also a headache as there are limited personnel to transport the goods.

Leigh Gorman, owner of Catholic Gifts Canada out of Dundalk,
ON, is having a tough time supplying Nativity sets, Advent wreaths
and candle holders.

“My suppliers in the U.S. are telling me that it is costing more for
them to purchase products and materials,” said Ms. Gorman.

It’s been well documented that once container ships dock in the
U.S., crews are contending with major delays at ports like the Los
Angeles, Long Beach, as well as New York and New Jersey. On
September 19, there was a record 73 cargo ships waiting to unload

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The notion of vocation
I was raised in a generation that taught that God gave each of us a

vocation to live out. In the religious ethos of that time, particularly in
Roman Catholic spirituality, we believed that we were put on this
earth with a divine plan for us, that God gave us each a special voca-
tion to live out. Moreover, this was not something we were free to
choose for ourselves; it was God-given. Our task was to discern that
vocation and give ourselves over to it, even at the price of having to
renounce our own dreams. We remained free to accept or not, but at
a peril. To be unfaithful to your vocation meant a misguided life.

There’s an important truth in that notion, though it needs some
critical nuances. First, in that spirituality, they thought of vocations in
a very restrictive sense, essentially envisaging only four basic voca-
tions: priesthood, religious life, marriage, and single life. Further, they
tended to put too much gravity on the choice, namely, if you chose
wrong or if you resisted your God-given vocation, it might endanger
your eternal salvation. There were some unhealthy fears connected
to the choice.

I saw that first-hand when I served as the provincial superior for
our religious order for six years. One of my tasks was to apply to
Rome for the laicization of priests leaving the priesthood. I saw how
many of those leaving the priesthood had chosen that vocation under
undue pressure and false fear. Their choice had not been a free one.

That being said, the old notion of vocation is essentially still true
and is too easily lost in a world and culture that generally puts per-
sonal freedom above all else. We need to learn again the importance
of finding one’s vocation and giving oneself over to it. Admittedly,
vocation needs to be defined more widely than choosing between
priesthood, religious life, marriage, and single life. Instead, it needs to
be defined as an obedience to the inner dictates of our soul, our gifts,
our talents, and the non-negotiable mandate inside us to put ourselves
in service to others and the world.

James Hollis, a Jungian therapist writ-
ing from a purely secular viewpoint, high-
lights precisely this point. “Our real de-
sires and our destiny are not chosen for
us by our ego, but by our nature and ‘the divinities’.  … Something
within us knows what is right for us and its insistence on expression
is what keeps us awake at night, nudges us from within during our
busiest hours, or causes us to envy others.  Vocation is a summons of
the soul. … It’s as if we were sent to this land with a royal assign-
ment, and if we have only dithered about and forgotten the task, then
we have violated our reason for being here.” How true.

Columnist David Brooks, also speaking from a secular place, strongly
agrees. A vocation, he writes, is an irrational factor wherein you hear
an inner voice that is so strong that it becomes unthinkable to turn
away and where you intuitively know that you don’t have a choice,
but can only ask yourself, what is my responsibility here? As well, the
summons to a vocation is a holy thing, something mystical, a call
from the deep. Thus, discerning your vocation is not a matter of
asking what you expect from life but rather what life expects from
you.

What would Jesus say? As we know, Jesus was fond of teaching
in parables and his parable of talents (Matthew 25 and Luke 19) is
ultimately about living out one’s God-given vocation. In that parable,
those who use their talents thrive and are given even more talents.
Conversely, those who hide their talents are punished. In essence, the
message is this: If we use our God-given talents, we will find mean-
ing and blessing in our lives; on the other hand, if we don’t use our
talents, those very gifts will snakebite us, poison our happiness, and
generally embitter our spirits. Show me a man who is bitter and envi-
ous, and most times you will see a gifted man who, consciously or
unconsciously, is frustrated because he has not used his talents or has
used them in a manner that doesn’t serve others. Bitterness and envy
are often the unhappy residue from being snake-bitten by our own
unused or misused intelligence and gifts.

There’s a voice inside us issuing forth from the depths of our souls
that speaks for our talents, our temperament, our unique circum-
stance in life, our moral and religious sensitivities, and even for our
wounds. This voice is gentle, but firm and unrelenting, as it tells us
that we are not free to do anything we want with our lives. We need
to surrender them to something higher than ourselves.

And, indeed there’s a peril in not listening, though what’s at stake is
not our eternal salvation, but our happiness and generativity on this
side of eternity.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
off the Port of Los Angeles.

Unsurprisingly, an increasing collective reliance on Internet shop-
ping caused by the COVID-19 pandemic is cited by experts as a
primary driver of these bottlenecks. Labour shortages throughout
North America is another.

Ms. Blais expects that Christmas in 2021 will be unavoidably dif-
ferent.

“We’ve tried to explain already to customers that the items are not
coming in on time. I think people just have to understand that they
may not have it for Christmas. What we recommend they do is make
a little card stating that a gift is on its way to you. That’s about all we
can do at this point,” said Blais.

The longtime business owner is guessing this backlog could persist
for “at least another six to eight months.” She is keeping apprised of
the headlines coming out of China, a country in the throes of an
energy crisis where power curtailment measures have been intro-
duced.

“Because of the energy crisis they are facing, there is a shortage of
workers there,” said Ms. Blais. “There is such a ripple effect. Every-
thing has just been slowed down. There is a lack of containers, in
China, apparently. There is such an influx of orders coming through,
from Canada and the U.S. especially most likely, that they just can’t
get everything in the containers to be shipped in time.” §

Supply woes for religious goods
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New director sees the ‘magic’ of Camp Sheldrake
By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Camp Sheldrake, located in Bartibogue, is a Catho-
lic-based outdoor adventure camp for youth and teens, that falls un-
der the auspices of the Diocese of Saint John. It welcomes campers
of all denominations, offering a program based on Christian values.
The organization strives to provide the best possible experience for all
campers and offers a number of physical activities, such as climbing,
canoeing, drama, swimming, and archery, to compliment their spir-
itual programming.

For years campers have spent a week at Sheldrake and seen their
lives changed for the better. Chief among them is the camp director,
Mallory Legere.

The youngest of four siblings, all of whom attended the camp, she
admits that she was anxious for her turn, but that, initially, she was
homesick at camp. With the help of the councillors and staff how-
ever, she overcame her trepidation and gained pride in herself. 

As the years passed, her skills developed, and she made new friends
and began looking forward to her time at camp each year. She be-
came a Leader-in-Training, worked with youth , and enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to be outdoor active in the one-of-a-kind Miramichi summer. 

After completing her initial studies in psychology and sociology,
during which she volunteered at Sheldrake, and working in Child and
Youth Care in Toronto, she returned to New Brunswick, and, at length,
was made aware of the camp director vacancy at Camp Sheldrake. 

As the camp was near and dear to her heart, and brimming with
potential in her view, she made the most of the opportunity.  

Bringing with her the experience of a former camper, Ms. Legere
sees the so-called magic of the camp from a new perspective and
earnestly desires that the young campers of today might experience
the fulfillment and fun which she so readily associates with her own
time there. Through their experience, campers become role models,
empowered to be themselves.  Non-denominational, the camp fo-
cuses on themes of social justice, and promotes confidence in having

open conversations among those
who wish to learn about spirituality.

Though the COVID-19 pandemic
has meant some struggles for the
camp, it has also allowed for a pause
where needed upgrades could be
undertaken, and accreditation with
the province could be renewed. 
Upgrades included obstacles and
challenges added to the popular ar-
chery range, new lights installed, and
access roads were improved.  

What remains now, in Ms.
Legere’s view, is to allow the camp
to re-enter the public’s awareness,
and expand the possibilities for its
use beyond the weeks of summer.

Already an agreement has been made with the New Brunswick Youth
Orchestra where the camp will provide rehearsal space for the ensemble.

A new marketing plan is also in development, which will look to
foster meaningful partnerships with industry leaders, to gain experi-
enced counsel, while also engaging with former staff members, and
the community at large.  

Early registration for camp in 2022 began on November 15. 
Sponsorship for these programs is key, as most campers today

attend because of the generosity of others. Sponsorship of a camper,
who’s financial situation might otherwise preclude them from being
able to attend, is a great gift and no act of generosity is too small, as
the experience afforded to young people by virtue these donations is
indeed life changing.

For more information about the camp, or to register,
visit www.campsheldrake.ca.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Mallory Legere
(Camp Sheldrake photo)

Bishop celebrates second annual mass for infant loss
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — The month of November is a time for all to unite
with the Church suffering, praying for loved ones who have gone
before.

For many parents, this includes children who have been lost either
during pregnancy or shortly after. On November 10, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John, celebrated a Mass of
Remembrance for Infant Loss and Stillbirth at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John.

Bishop Riesbeck began his homily reflecting on miracle of life in
the womb, and work of politicians to advance bills that support the
science of fetal development and the humanity of the unborn child.

Acknowledging the many families who have suffered the grief of
losing a child, Bishop Riesbeck said, “we are gathering to remember
and to mourn our children who have been lost in pregnancy through
miscarriage or stillbirth, or soon thereafter.”  He noted that, “this is
important, especially for the mothers, the fathers, and family mem-
bers who mourn the loss of these deeply cherished ones.”

While it is estimated that between 10 and 20% of pregnancies end

in miscarriage, Bishop Riesbeck said that in reality this number is
likely higher because many miscarriages happen so early in preg-
nancy that a woman doesn’t even realize she’s pregnant.

He also shared that 1 in 100 babies die from a stillbirth. “Because it
affects so many, it is important for us to acknowledge this loss of life
and to offer our consolation and support to those who have been
affected,” Bishop Riesbeck said.

It is important to accompany families as they grieve the loss of a
child. Bishop Riesbeck noted that this type of loss can be very diffi-
cult to endure for many reasons. “Often there is a great amount of
shock and grief because these typically happen suddenly and unex-
pectedly. There is no formal chance to say goodbye.”

Noting that infant loss often happens in isolation, he said that “this
can be a very private and deeply personal experience for many who
do not feel comfortable talking about their loss. It is important to give
space to grieve. The grieving process often takes a long time.”

Those who have suffered the pain of miscarriage, stillbirth and
infant loss can find consolation in the Lord. “The Lord hears the cry
of the poor. He is near to the broken hearted,” Bishop Riesbeck said.
“He can meet parents in their time of grief. It is important to talk

(continued on page 11)
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Concordat confusion
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

When Pope Francis steps onto Canadian soil he will also step into
the nexus of pain, sorrow, anger and regret that has come to define
the relationship between the Church in Canada and Indigenous peo-
ple. But these failures were not our starting point.

For the Mi’kmaq people, whose traditional territory envelopes most
of Quebec’s Gaspé Peninsula and the Maritime provinces, the start-
ing point is a 1610 concordat between Grand Chief Membertou and
Pope Paul V. The concordat was sealed with Membertou’s baptism,
along with his family, followed by baptisms of as many as 300 of
Membertou’s community.

Through 500 years this concordat has lived on in the memories of
Mi’kmaq, who have called themselves a Christian nation since the
time of Chief Membertou. The Mi’kmaq, because they are Catholic,
came to the aid of Catholic Acadians when the British expelled them
from Nova Scotia in 1755. Mi’kmaq people gathered on Potlotek
(Chapel Island) to celebrate their Catholic faith, even through nearly a
century when the British refused to send a priest to serve in their
territory.

“There is an oral tradition my cousins and I used to talk about, and
other men who have since passed away. This oral tradition that we
had been told and yet nobody had been told where it originates or
who first said it,” Mi’kmaq theologian Terry Leblanc, co-founder of
the Indigenous theology consortium known as NAIITS (North Ameri-
can Institute for Indigenous Theological Studies, though it no longer
uses the full name). “But the idea is that on baptism, Membertou
talked about Christianity, about the teachings of Jesus, as taking him
in the direction that they were already travelling but helping them
arrive at a place that they did not ascertain or could not reach.”

The idea of the 1610 concordat has sustained Mi’kmaq identity and
faith through generations, but in a legal sense it may not exist.

“No matter how close Mi’kmaq-Catholic relations historically were,
they did not amount to a concordat, or treaty between the Vatican and
a people,” wrote James Rodger Miller in his 2009 book Compact,
Contract, Covenant. “The Holy See did not regard the First Nation as
the sort of organized society with which the papal state could or
would have a formal relationship. Although relations between the
Mi’kmaq and the Catholic Church were close, the link that joined
them was not a concordat.”

Based on oral tradition, Mi’kmaq historian and legal scholar James
Sakej Youngblood Henderson wrote an entire book which comes to
the opposite conclusion. His 1997 book, The Mikmaw Concordat
(Mi’kmaq spellings vary), insists that the path to reconciliation begins
with recapturing the 1610 concordat.

Mi’kmaq scholar Marie Battiste in her 2013 book Decolonizing Edu-
cation reports that “Chief Membertou gave his promise to bring all
Mi’kmaq into alliance with the Holy Roman Empire, a feat that was
completed in the mid-18th century.”

Ms. Battiste cites Henderson when she asserts that the concordat
was commemorated with a wampum belt. However, this wampum
belt has not been found.

Vatican Museums spokesperson Lucina Vattuone told Catholic News
Service’s Cindy Wooden that while the Vatican does have a wampum
belt from 1831, they have nothing from the 1600s.

Roger Lewis, curator of Mi’kmaq culture and heritage collections
and research at Nova Scotia Museum, explained that “There was a

court-ordered visit to the Vatican archives in the early 2000s.” But it
seems the delegation mistook the 1831 belt, which may be Huron in
origin, for the record of a 1610 agreement.

“Reliable sources suggest there has never been a concordat be-
tween Chief Membertou and Pope Paul V or the Vatican. I have not
heard of any wampum commemorating such an event,” Mr. Lewis
said in an e-mail.

Canadian Catholic historian Mark McGowan warns it would be
bad scholarship to simply dismiss oral tradition. Oral history is real
history and written records are often selective and incomplete.

“I suspect that there was an agreement between Membertou and
the French, with the clergy playing a central role,” the University of
St. Michael’s College professor wrote in an e-mail. “The important
thing is that memory has preserved an agreement between the Mi’kmaq
and the Catholic Church, forming the basis of an alliance with mutual
responsibilities. Whether it was a concordat as the Vatican defines it
may be in question, but the records are scant for the period.”

Since 1988, when St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica in Halifax began
celebrating a Treaty Day Mass every October 1, the 1610 concordat
has been central to how Mi’kmaq and non-Indigenous Catholics re-
member their shared history. Every year the archbishop celebrates
the mass, whose program is set by representatives of the Membertou
First Nation. The mass is attended by the Grand Chief and members
of the Grand Council. Smudging, prayers and music are offered in
the Mi’kmaq language.

The legal definition and function of concordats has shifted and
evolved over the course of history, points out King’s College profes-
sor Robert Ventresca, an expert in the history of Vatican diplomacy.

“The concordat, or some version of it as an instrument of papal
diplomacy, has been around for a long time, going as far back as the
11th century according to some scholars,” Mr. Ventresca said. “The
modern concordat system dates to the 1800s, to the decades after the
French Revolution. It was in the 20th century, and especially in the
years just after the First World War, that the Vatican began to use
concordats in an extensive and systematic way.”

These concordats weren’t always the most glorious chapters in
Catholic history. Concordats with Mussolini’s Italy and Hitler’s Ger-
many were political straight jackets for the Church, allowing it limited
control over its own institutions in exchange for remaining silent on
matters of state.

But even in these circumstances, a concordat is more than a treaty
or a legal contract.

“It’s more accurate to think of it as an agreement or a convention
or even a covenant if you will,” said Mr. Ventresca. The biblical con-
cept of covenant is certainly much closer to the Mi’kmaq under-
standing of the 1610 concordat, said Mr. Leblanc. The starting point
for the concordat is the Mi’kmaq concept of Pjila’si, which might be
translated as welcome but runs much deeper than that, he said.

“It’s the idea of sharing and providing welcome,” said Mr. Leblanc.
“It’s more than, ‘nice to see you.’ It’s a hospitable welcome… a
welcome to share in, not simply the resources in a commodification
of resource kind of way, but to share in the resource, in the abun-
dance of the land.”

The Mi’kmaq understanding of the 1610 concordat also encom-
passes much more than merely a political alliance between two na-
tions, because it also includes the land. It’s an agreement based in and
on creation.

(continued on page 11)
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French bishops set out new reforms in wake of abuse report
LOURDES, France — France's Catholic bishops have unveiled new

measures to counter sexual abuse by clergy after an October report
by an independent commission [Independent Commission on Sexual
Abuse in the Catholic Church, CIASE] estimated more than 330,000
children had been abused since the 1950s.

Among 26 measures finalized during the bishops' plenary and an-
nounced November 8, a new national independent unit for recognition
and reparation will be headed by jurist Marie Derain de Vaucresson,
while diocesan properties and assets will be sold to finance compen-
sation payments.

The bishops also will establish a national canonical criminal court
and external audit for victim support units, while arranging a con-
fession facility for clergy and "systematic judicial record verifica-
tion" for anyone working with minors. The third Sunday of Lent
will be marked in France as a day of prayer for victims of "vio-
lence, sexual assault and abuse of power and conscience within
the church."

The new measures, expanding on 11 adopted at the bishops'
previous March plenary, will be accompanied by the formation of
lay-led working groups on priestly formation, lay involvement,
church governance and other reform areas recommended by the
report. The bishops also asked Pope Francis to send a "visitor
team" to evaluate the bishops' mission.

In the future, the bishops said, seminary councils must include
at least one woman with voting rights, while a charter of good
conduct and "national repository of preventive measures" will be

set up for dioceses, movements and communities.
Laypeople will serve on all bishops' conference commissions

and councils, while the bishops' doctrinal commission will exam-
ine doctrinal issues highlighted in the abuse report, including sexual
morality, anthropology, ministerial priesthood, and the "distinction
between power of order and power of government" in time for a
March follow-up plenary.

"This commission's report  into sexual abuse showed a reality
we hadn't been able to see," said Archbishop Éric de Moulins-
Beaufort, the French bishops' conference president.

"It put before our eyes and those of the world that our Catholic
Church in France was a place where acts of violence and sexual
assault against minors had been committed in terrifying propor-
tions. ... We must recognize our church is a site of serious crimes,
of formidable attacks on life and integrity. This cannot be a church
of Jesus."

The archbishop spoke at the close of the November 2-8 plenary
of the 120-member conference at the national shrine of Lourdes.

He said he was shocked by the image, displayed at the plenary, of a
"petrified child" weeping alone under a cathedral vault, knowing it had
been "multiplied thousands of times."

Archbishop Moulins-Beaufort said the conference was grateful to
those who had helped expose abuse in the church, adding that he and
other French clergy had "not become priests to take part in murder-
ous acts" or "increase our power and train up our regiments."

(continued on page 9)

Diocesan priests participate in ongoing formation
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Over the past few months, priests of the Dio-
cese of Saint John have been participating in Kickstart, a coaching
program of Divine Renovation that, “matches a cohort of priests
from around the world seeking lasting change.”

Though this program priests journey together and work with a
professional leadership coach to plan a vision and future for their
parish over the course of eight weeks.

Some of these priests have continued with Traction, a follow-up to
Kickstart that places priests in breakout groups to discuss videos on
topics including: Empowerment through the Holy Spirit; The pastor
as leader; Equipping others for leadership; The pastor as evangelist
and The evangelizing parish.

Father Aaron Knox, pastor of Paroisse St.-François-de-Sales in Saint
John, participated in both programs and gained some valuable experi-
ences.

“Kickstart introduced me more thoroughly into the framework of
the Divine Renovation program for parish evangelization,” he said.
“The benefit, for me, was to meet alongside priests from around the
world — and Father Dan Bastarache, here in my own diocese — and
discuss the challenges of evangelization as well as to discern some
ways forward. Through a series of videos and discussions I received
a sense of direction that I hope the Lord can build on.”

Now in his second session of Traction, Fr. Knox said that, “I find
there is a great focus on what practical steps to consider when fo-
cusing on parish renewal. As in Kickstart, the support from other
priests from around the globe is of value to me.”

He has appreciated the opportunity to grow with priests from around

the world.
“It’s also shown me that, regardless of age, many priests are look-

ing for renewal in their parishes and appreciate support for their own
life with Christ. The sense of brotherhood I appreciate very much,”
Fr. Knox said.

While parish renewal is the work of the Holy Spirit, programs like
Kickstart and Traction help to build up priests and equip them with
tools that will help them respond to the Holy Spirit and enter the
mission field with confidence.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

St. John Vianney’s prayer for priests
Entrusting priests of the diocese to the intercession of Our Lady,
Queen of the Clergy, join St. John Vianney in his prayer for all
priests:
God, please give to your Church today
many more priests after your own heart.
May they be worthy representatives of Christ the Good Shepherd.
May they wholeheartedly devote themselves to prayer
and penance;
be examples of humility and poverty;
shining models of holiness;
tireless and powerful preachers of the Word of God;
zealous dispensers of your grace in the sacraments.
May their loving devotion to your Son Jesus in the Eucharist
and to Mary his Mother be the twin fountains of fruitfulness
for their ministry. Amen.
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(continued from page 8)
The bishops' conference president said the CIASE report had high-

lighted the need to "redouble our vigilance, be clear-sighted, not let
ourselves be deceived by the words we use," adding that he believed
the "metaphor of fatherhood" in Christian teaching should now be
"scrutinized from all angles" as the French church began a "new phase
in its history."

"These decisions mark our liberation — we can now demonstrate
the church we belong to and wish to serve cannot be an institution be
preoccupied with itself and hunched in self-glorification," the 59-year-
old archbishop said.

"We have everything to gain from concluding protocols with pros-
ecutors, from relying with confidence on our country' justice and
police services. ... It will undoubtedly have been worth the trouble of
being humiliated, impoverished and diminished if this helps us better
meet the poor, the excluded and the despised."§

Encountering Jesus in the faces of the poor
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Sunday, November 14, the Church marked
the 5th annual World Day of the Poor.

Instituted by Pope Francis at the close of the Jubilee Year of Mercy
in 2016, World Day of the
Poor is celebrated on the
Sunday preceding the Feast
of Christ the King.
  In his apostolic letter Mis-

ericordia et misera, Pope
Francis wrote that the World
Day of the Poor “would be
a day to help communities
and each of the baptized to
reflect on how poverty is at
the very heart of the Gospel
and that, as long as Lazarus
lies at the door of our homes
(cf. Lk 16:19-21), there can
be no justice or social
peace.”
  Observing this day, “will

also represent a genuine form of new evangelization (cf. Mt 11:5)
which can renew the face of the Church as she perseveres in her
perennial activity of pastoral conversion and witness to mercy.”

During his homily on Sunday, November 14 at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC
of the Diocese of Saint John reflected on the poor, particularly those
in Waterloo Village — one of the  poorest areas of the diocese.

Noting the Holy Father’s theme for this year’s World Day of the
Poor is from the Gospel of Matthew, “the poor you will always have
with you,” he said that, “nowhere is that more evident than just out-
side the doors of this Cathedral in Uptown Saint John, NB, where we
have in this neighbourhood, shelters for men and women, organiza-
tions and churches providing meals and food throughout the day and
during the week”.

Acknowledging the work of organizations including the Salvation
Army, Romero House, and a number of agencies providing social

assistance, as well as the outreach of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception though the St. Vincent de Paul Society, he continued to
say that there is still so much more to be done. “As is evident from
those who have taken up residence on the benches outside the Cathe-
dral and other places in nearby parks there is need for so much more
advocacy for these people.”

Bishop Riesbeck noted that the diocese is trying to do its part to
serve the poor in the city, and outlined some ongoing projects includ-
ing land donation to Steepleview Apartments which will provide sub-
sidized housing for people in need as part of a mixed housing project
on the corner of Cliff and Waterloo streets; the many parishes who
are involved in outreach supporting organizations such as Avenue B
and Romero House that provide hot meals to people in need. The
recent Pizza and Prayer outreach of the Cathedral, through which
people have “gotten to know some of the people who are on the
streets or are struggling to make ends meet searching for a roof over
their heads and employment.” And St. Vincent de Paul which pro-
vides clothing and canned goods, and a parish nurse who volunteers
her time on Wednesday afternoons to care for the health of those in
need

Besides participating in outreach ministries, Bishop Riesbeck said
there are ways to cultivate an awareness of the poor.

“There are things that we can do in our own families to help us be
grateful for what we do have and be conscious of the needs of those
around us who may be less fortunate than we are,” he said. These
include:

• Living more simply, not always insisting the need to possess the
latest gadgets

• Cleaning out of one’s homes and donating any excess items (that
are in good shape) to a shelter, or an organization that supports people
in need such as St. Vincent de Paul, Habitat for Humanity, etc.

• Tithing from first fruits, not the excess and teaching children
from a young age to do the same.

• Praying for the poor every day, maybe a decade of rosary.
• Fasting, which helps one to be mindful of those who go without,

which can be offered as a prayer.
• Seeking to encounter the poor — if  in an area of poverty, say

hello while walking by, make eye contact and smile. Ask people their
names and pray with or for them. Get to know them. Maybe even
hand out some gift cards.

• Volunteering together as a family, either preparing a meal for a
soup kitchen like Romero House or serving there if possible, mindful
of Covid restrictions

• Advocating for the poor with the city, especially for low income
housing, mental health assistance

“We need to remain rooted in Jesus, encountering and re-encoun-
tering him especially in the Eucharist, so that we can be constantly
transformed and desire to fulfill our God-given mission from baptism
to be missionary disciples and apostles of mercy, reaching out into
the community to serve those in need,” Bishop Riesbeck concluded.

It is through these acts of charity as well that the Lord is encoun-
tered in the faces of the poor. That’s what Catholic parishes are meant
to be:  “A community of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty
come to drink in the midst of their journey, and a centre of constant
missionary outreach.” (Evangelii Gaudium, Apostolic Exhortation 28).

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

New reforms in France

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC
(Natasha MAzerolle photo)
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Climate protest witness to global problem
BY MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — In the bright sunshine of a
cool fall day, Catholics and other Christians
brought their voices, protest signs and faith
to a gathering of about 2,000 people on the
front lawn of Queen’s Park November 6 in
a Global Day of Action at the halfway point
of United Nations climate talks in Glasgow.

“I don’t call this protesting,” said Arch-
diocese of Toronto Development and
Peace council chair Estela Rios. “I call
this bearing witness. We’re bearing wit-
ness that there is a problem.”

“Climate change is catastrophic and ur-
gent and requires a diverse set of voices
to protest, including Christian voices,”
said Development and Peace member Jude
Claude.

Ms. Claude and her friend Patji Garba
held a sign with a quote from Pope
Francis’ encyclical Fratelli Tutti. “We
need to think of ourselves more and more
as a single family dwelling in a common
home,” it read in part.

The Toronto gathering was modest compared to as many
as 100,000 protesters in Glasgow and 10,000 to 20,000 in
London, but in line with crowds in the hundreds in Montreal,
Vancouver and other Canadian cities. It came as national po-
litical leaders exited Glasgow, leaving senior bureaucrats in
charge of further, technical negotiations.

This is the 26th Conference of the Parties to co-ordinate a
global response to climate change, known as COP26. Pope
Francis sent Vatican secretary of state Cardinal Pietro Parolin
to represent the Holy See. In a message read by Parolin, Francis
said the world is facing a crisis akin to a world war.

The message from Development and Peace to fellow parish-
ioners is that global warming is not some exotic, side issue, said
Development and Peace central Ontario animator Dean Dettloff.

“There’s a lot of work to do in telling Catholics that ecology is
a central issue,” he said.

Anglican priest Maggie Helwig concurs.
“Our faith obliges us to be good stewards of creation,” she

said.
Going into the Global Day of Action, more than 100 countries

had pledged to cut global methane emissions by 30 per cent or
more between now and 2030. A United Kingdom-led effort to
“consign coal to history” signed up 77 countries promising to
“end all investment in new coal power generation domestically
and internationally,” then phase out coal-fired electricity by the
2030s in major economies or the 2040s in developing countries.
But the coal pledge leaves out China, India, the United States and
Australia.

The International Energy Agency, which monitors national car-
bon pledges, reported that if all pledges are met the world could
limit global heating to 1.8 degrees. It’s the first time scientists
have seen the possibility of warming less than two degrees, but

TORONTO — Members of Development and Peace raised their voice against climate
change along with 2,000 others at Queen’s Park November 6 for the Global Day of
Action. (Photo by Michael Swan)

activists worry that the “if all pledges are met” clause represents a
very big if.

Former Bank of Canada governor Mark Carney presented the
Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero, which brings together
banks, insurance companies and pension funds pledging to direct
investment away from fossil fuels. Carney said the investment shift
could amount to $100 trillion over the next three decades.

Canada said it would, over the next five years, take at least 20 per
cent of its $5.3-billion international climate finance commitment
out of the bank and put it in the hands of poor countries adapting to
climate change. Canada was also all in on a pledge by 100 countries
to end deforestation by 2030.§
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(continued from page 7)
“When Paul in Romans 8 talks about the creation groaning in tra-

vail, awaiting the revelation of the sons and daughters of God — or
groaning in travail, awaiting its own redemption even as we also do, it
moves away from an anthropocentric interpretation to something else,”
said Mr. Leblanc.

To understand the 1610 concordat from the Mi’kmaq point of view
requires us to understand that “one does not own the mother upon
whose breast (the land, creation) one is nurtured. One is sustained by

those resources, but one does not
own those resources. One does
not own the land upon which one
walks, but one is expected to treat
it with dignity, care and respect.”

A concordat of shared faith
requires that we recognize these
truths.

“The point is that there’s
this continuity of faith tradition,”
said Mr. Leblanc. “There’s an en-
gagement with Catholic Christi-
anity that continues to the present
day.”§

Concordat confusion

By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — On November 6, 2021, Fr. Vincent Donovan, a
retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John, passed away at the
Miramichi Regional Hospital on Saturday, after a brief illness.

Born in Sunny Corner, NB in 1930, he was the son of the late John
Christopher and Kathleen (Mullin) Donovan. Following his ordination
on June 5, 1955, in St. Bridget’s Church, by the Right Reverend
André LeBlanc, Bishop of Bathurst, he began a teaching career at St.
Thomas College-University beginning in Chatham and later moving to
Fredericton.

‘Fortified by the knowlege of salvation through Christ’
He taught along with Father Edmund Casey, both of whom were

very popular with students from
the Miramichi, not least because
the two priests often offered
young men and women a drive
home to see their families when
they were heading back to the
area themselves.

Fr. Donovan studied broadly
throughout his life, spending two
years at Notre Dame, four years
at St. Paul’s University and a year
California during a sabbatical. Hav-
ing studied both Catechetics and
Classics, he was the diocesan
translator of Latin for a time.

He held Masters degrees from
Fordham University, New York
(Arts in Classics, 1962) and from Saint Paul University, Ottawa (Arts
in Theology and Licentiate in Theology, 1972).

Throughout his career in the diocese, he was pastor at four par-
ishes — St. Bridget’s Parish, Renous 1980-86; St. Mary’s Parish, New-
castle 1986-92; St. Joachim’s Parish, Boiestown 1992-3; St. Raphael’s
Parish, Blackville 1993-2005 — an instructor at St. Thomas University,
and advisor to the Catholic Women’s League and to past bishops.

When Good Shepherd Parish celebrated his 90th birthday in Febru-
ary of 2020, Fr. Donovan confessed that his time in Renous was
pleasant, but that his favourite posting was in Blackville. At the time
of the 60th anniversary of his ordination five years earlier, Bishop Robert
Harris, bishop emeritus of the diocese, made the point that not only
did Fr. Donovan receive and respond to the call to religious life, he
also persevered in his vocation.

The funeral took place on November 12 at St. Bridget’s Church,
with Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
presiding, joined by twelve other priests from the diocese. The mu-
sic, sombre and yet very warm, was in the care of Susan and Mary
Butler. Father Leon Creamer offered a eulogy for Fr. Donovan, a man
who had, at one time, encouraged him to consider a consecrated life.

Fr. Creamer spoke admirably of  Fr. Donovan’s drive as a man
who was always busy, and yet was steadfast in his calling to Christ.
He spoke of two graduates from St. Thomas who confided that Fr.
Donovan had been among those who formed their personality and
birthed their moral conscience, during their time as his pupils.

Fr. Creamer noted the dilemma that Fr. Donovan surely faced when
St. Thomas left the Miramichi in 1963, moving to Fredericton.

He reflected that “our faith in Jesus tells us that to be contented, we
must be ready to give our lives, and that the life of Fr. Donovan was
a testament to such self-giving.”

He closed with the verses of Psalm 91 and the words of Alfred
Tennyson from his poem Break, Break, Break.

In 2015, Fr. Donovan spoke about a sense of celebration that em-
braced joy, hope and happiness, and which blessed God first and
foremost. Similarly, when one was faced with strife, he asked that
they deal with their suffering and be reconciled to it, fortified by the
knowledge of their salvation through Christ.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Father Vincent Donovan

(continued from page 6)
openly about our grief and our sorrow, with our Heavenly Father but also
with others who can provide a listening ear and words of consolation.”

Invoking the intercession of St. Gianna Molla, patron saint of moth-
ers, unborn children and physicians, and Our Lady of Guadalupe,
patron saint of the unborn, Bishop Riesbeck concluded by offering a
prayer of blessing for those who have lost a child through miscar-
riage, stillbirth or infant loss:

“Compassionate God, soothe the hearts of these your children, and
grant that through the prayers of Mary, who grieved by the cross of
her son, you may enlighten their faith, give hope to their hearts, and
peace to their lives. Lord, grant mercy to all the members of this
family and comfort them with the hope that one day we will all live
with you, with your Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, for ever
and ever. Amen.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Mass for infant loss
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November 21, 2021
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ

King of the Universe
First Reading: Deuteronomy 6.2-6

Hear, O Israel: You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 18.1-2, 3+6b, 46+50ab (R. 1)
R. I love you, O Lord, my strength.

Second Reading:   Hebrews 7.23-28
Jesus holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.

Gospel: Mark 12.28-34
This is the first commandment. And a second is like it.

Sunday’s Liturgy

Seventh Annual Christmas Drawing Contest 2021
The New Freeman is hosting its seventh annual children’s Christmas drawing contest!

The winning entry in each of three categories will receive a $50 gift certificate.
The winning drawings will be published in The New Freeman’s Christmas issue.

Contest Rules:

• The contest is open to children enrolled in Grades 1-8.

• One entry per child.

• One prize will be awarded to the top entry in each of these categories:  Grades
7-8, Grades 4-6 and Grades 1-3.

• Entries must be original, in colour, drawn or painted on an 8.5" x 11" page, and
illustrate some aspect of the birth of Jesus at the first Christmas in Bethlehem,
depicting the true meaning of Christmas — please, no Santas or reindeers.

• For electronic submissions: minimum resolution 300dpi, in jpeg or PDF format.

• All entries must include the entry form (below) and signature of a parent or guardian.

• Entries become the property of The New Freeman.

• Entries may be mailed, delivered or sent electronically.

• Electronic submissions can be sent to tnf@nb.aibn.com.

• Judges’ decisions are final; entries may be published in The New Freeman at the editor’s discretion.

• Submission deadline is noon December 10,  2021.

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________  Prov _______  Postal Code ____________

Phone number_____________________________________    Grade _______   Age _____

The undersigned is a parent or guardian of the child identified on this entry form.
I consent to my child’s participation in this contest and I agree to abide by the Contest Rules.

_______________________________ ______________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Parent/Guardian Name (please print)

Please send entries to:
Christmas Contest, The New Freeman

One Bayard Drive, Saint John, NB E2L 3L5
Or email tnf@nb.aibn.com


